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that august body, it was doubtless because he thought
the co-operative and solidarist school which he repre-
sented had a right to take its place in the Academy of
Moral and Political Science where, previously3 the
individualist school alone had been admitted. Moreover,
if he had not faced the issue, he might obviously have
been the subject of reproach and criticism for a kind of
affectation of eccentricity and open contempt of this
illustrious company, which he had rough-handled in
various articles, although not more so than certain
writers towards whom it harboured no ill-will and whom
it wisely received as members. He had, however, pre-
sumed too much on the liberalism of the venerable
Academy. It persisted in justifying his low opinion of it
by showing, three times in two years, a preference for
candidates whose names and work were little known but
whose opinions were "sound" and "decent."
compensations
Charles Gide was certainly compensated for these
repulses by the tokens of sympathy he always received
from the workers. Those who are involved, as was Gide,
in the social activities of their day, are generally more or
less opposed by the workers, eager for social emancipa-
tion, and with good reasons for such impatience. To this
rule Charles Gide was always the exception.1
Yet he did not flatter the workers any more than the
1 On this subject, it seems well to reproduce here the humorous letter that
Citizen L. Brizon, Socialist deputy, wrote to him, August 15, 1913:
"SiR,—I want a man's head. Yes, of a "man* whofts (in my opinion) the
most brilliant theorist of the Co-operative Republic, the most noble opponent
of the collectivism which I profess—a learned man, kindly and eloquent in his
scientific outlook—a teacher no less than a writer, far above those of the Academy,
with the exception of Anatole France—a man of feeling, an honest man, one of
those who still are guided by the stars while others keep their noses in their
mess-tin. Will you send me yours—in the form of a photograph---for the
volume Socialism and Cooperation (in the Socialist Encyclopaedia) which I
am editing1 with Poisson and excuse the tone of this request because of its sin-
cerity?
"L. brezon,
"Sodai&t Deputy™

